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In an industry rapidly advancing in artificial intelligence, Microsoft has set itself apart with the introduction of three new
foundational Al models. Announced by the tech giant's Microsoft Al (MAI) research lab, these models aim to challenge
existing Al powerhouses, expanding the company’s footprint in multimodal Al models that handle text, voice, and images.
As Microsoft strengthens its Al capabilities, these innovations are positioned to give it a competitive edge in the growing Al
space.

Microsoft’'s Push Toward a Multimodal Future

The new suite of models includes MAI-Transcribe-1, MAI-Voice-1, and MAIl-Image-2, which represent Microsoft's
commitment to creating powerful, scalable, and efficient Al tools. Despite its close ties with OpenAl, Microsoft is making
strides in developing its own Al models to enhance the performance and versatility of its services across multiple
platforms.

MAI-Transcribe-1: Revolutionizing Speech-to-Text Technology

MAI-Transcribe-1is a speech-to-text model designed to transcribe spoken language into written text across 25 different
languages. According to Microsoft, this model is significantly faster than their previous offerings, boasting speeds 2.5 times
quicker than the Azure Fast service. This breakthrough in transcription technology promises to streamline
communications, making it faster and more efficient for businesses, educators, and creators who rely on accurate and
rapid transcriptions.
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MAI-Voice-1: Generating Custom Audio in Record Time

applications.

Another groundbreaking innovation from Microsoft’s MAI lab is MAI-Voice-1, a powerful audio-generation model capable of
creating high-quality, 60-second-long audio clips in just one second. This model goes beyond simple audio generation—it
allows users to create custom voices, enabling businesses and creators to develop unique sound profiles for their Al-driven

By offering users the ability to design and implement voices that align with their brand identities or specific needs,
MAI-Voice-1 opens up new avenues for voice technology in virtual assistants, content creation, and more.

MAI-Image-2: Transforming the Visual Al Landscape

follows the success of MAI-Image-2's previous launch on the MAI Playground, a software testing platform for large language
models, and now marks its formal release on Microsoft Foundry.

Visual content is an essential part of the modern digital ecosystem. With the introduction of MAI-Image-2, Microsoft enters
S the realm of video generation. This model enables users to generate video content based on textual input, giving creators,
( ) marketers, and businesses the ability to produce compelling visual media from simple text descriptions. This new capability
o—®

The potential applications of MAl-Image-2 are enormous, from enhancing marketing campaigns to providing new creative
tools for filmmakers and digital artists.

The Competitive Edge: Lower Costs and Better Efficiency

In an industry where giants like Google and OpenAl dominate the Al model landscape, Microsoft hopes to carve out its own
space with these models by offering a more affordable alternative. According to the company, MAl models are priced more
competitively compared to their counterparts in the market, making them accessible for businesses and developers at
various levels.

01 MAI-Transcribe-1is available starting at just $0.36 per hour.
02 MAI-Voice-1begins at $22 per 1 million characters.
03 MAI-Image-2 starts at $5 per 1 million tokens for text input and $33 per 1 million tokens for image output.

This pricing structure could be a game-changer for industries looking to incorporate Al solutions without breaking the
bank. As demand for Al tools continues to soar, Microsoft's emphasis on cost-efficiency is likely to appeal to a wide range
of customers—from small startups to large enterprises.
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Human-Centered Al: Microsoft’'s Unique Approach

One of the core philosophies behind the development of these new models is Microsoft's commitment to creating Humanist
Al, a framework that puts humans at the center of Al development. Under the leadership of Mustafa Suleyman, CEO of
Microsoft Al, the company emphasizes practical Al solutions designed to optimize communication and collaboration among
humans and machines.

Suleyman shared his vision in a recent blog post, stating, “At Microsoft Al, we're building Humanist Al. We have
a distinct view when creating our Al models—putting humans at the center, optimizing for how people actually
communicate, training for practical use.” This human-centered approach is reflected in the design of these
foundational models, which aim to be accessible, easy to integrate, and deeply aligned with real-world use
cases.

The Future of Al: Expanding Microsoft’s Multimodal Ecosystem

Microsoft's latest release signals a broader vision for the future of artificial intelligence—one where multimodal models,
which combine text, voice, and image capabilities, play an integral role in powering everyday digital experiences. By
expanding its Al ecosystem, Microsoft is positioning itself as a key player in this rapidly growing market, capable of offering
diverse and highly integrated Al solutions to customers worldwide.

With the introduction of these models, Microsoft is poised to challenge other Al laboratories, including OpenAl
and Google, which have long dominated the market. However, despite developing its own models, Microsoft
has made it clear that its partnership with OpenAl remains intact. Suleyman emphasized the importance of this
collaboration, stating, “While we continue to push the boundaries of Al with our own innovations, we are fully
committed to our long-standing partnership with OpenAl.” This dual approach allows Microsoft to leverage the

best of both worlds: cutting-edge Al models developed in-house and those available through its strategic
partnerships.

A Competitive Advantage in an Evolving Al Landscape

The launch of MAI-Transcribe-1, MAI-Voice-1, and MAI-Image-2 positions Microsoft as a formidable competitor in the

& increasingly crowded large language model (LLM) market. However, beyond competing with industry giants, these models
serve as a testament to Microsoft's growing strength in Al, solidifying its place in a future where Al plays an even greater role
in shaping how businesses operate and how individuals interact with technology.

Looking ahead, Suleyman hinted at further innovations, stating, “You'll see more models from us soon in
Foundry and directly in Microsoft products and experiences.” With ongoing advancements, Microsoft is well on

its way to redefining what is possible with Al technology, ensuring that it remains at the forefront of this
transformative field.
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Commitment to Innovation: Microsoft’'s Future in Al

Microsoft's release of these three models marks only the beginning of its ambitious journey into the realm of
multimodal Al. With a commitment to creating user-friendly, cost-effective, and practical Al solutions, the
company is carving out a path for others to follow. As Al technology continues to evolve, Microsoft's continued
investment in research and development will likely lead to even more groundbreaking models that cater to the
diverse needs of industries worldwide.

As businesses and consumers increasingly rely on Al to solve complex challenges and enhance productivity, Microsoft’s
expansive portfolio of Al tools will undoubtedly play a pivotal role in shaping the next generation of digital transformation.
With the foundation laid by MAI-Transcribe-1, MAI-Voice-1, and MAl-Image-2, the possibilities for Al-driven innovation are
limitless.

With the release of its foundational models, Microsoft Al is taking significant steps to solidify its place as a
leader in the artificial intelligence landscape. Through models like MAI-Transcribe-1, MAI-Voice-1, and
MAI-Image-2, the company is showcasing its commitment to building scalable, efficient, and cost-effective Al
solutions for a wide range of applications. As the Al market becomes more competitive, Microsoft's emphasis
on human-centered design, affordability, and multimodal integration positions it for success in the years
ahead.
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